PRESS RELEASE
The Return to Kampala of the Amakula Kampala Cinema Caravan Festival for the grand finale.
While the Amakula Kamapala Cultural Foundation is pleased to announce the grand finale for the three month run of the Amakula Kampala Cinema Caravan Festival on December 14-17 at the National Theatre in Kampala we must point out that this represents a significant change of date from what had been previously announced. Due to an unfortunate confusion of bookings on the part of the National Theatre this event, which was originally scheduled for late November has been rearranged for the new December dates.

The event will cover four days and include many highlights, some of which are regularly anticipated with the festival and others which will represent new additions to the festival roster.As always the festival will present a broad range of international films while focusing on African films including those from the local region while linking workshops and discussions will be offered.Another festival staple, the Congress on the East African Cinema will present its indepth account of the current state of the East African cinema. A unique Cinema Caravan  Marketplace in which local film producers will all have a chance to present their material, offer it for sale as well as meet and discuss with their public and colleagues will be a special event this year. On the final night the Golden Impala Award for Best Short Film from Eastern Africa  will be awarded. Many performers and storytellers have been engaged to help explicate the festival theme of Translating Experiences and a special exhibition made up of Storyboards created in workshops held at the various tour stops will be on view throughout the festival. 
More about the creation of the Amakula Kampala Cinema Caravan Festival.
As suggested by its name, the festival aims to bring the gift of inspiration and hopes to play a part in developing a thriving cinema culture in Uganda. Since 2004 the Amakula Kampala Cultural Foundation has organized a 10 day international film festival in Kampala with over 300 local, regional and international screenings, workshops and seminars by international filmmakers, the Congress on East African Cinema and instigated each year unique projects in which musicians, dancers, storytellers and artists engaged with the art of film. Since 2007 the Foundation has run the Amakula Mobile Cinema which has screened mainly African films in the various regions of Uganda and offers regular screenings and discussions to schools and community organizations.

Over the last 7 years the foundation increasingly has shifted from one large annual festival to smaller events organized throughout the year: at our headquarters with the weekly Amakula Culture Club and through collaborations with educational and community organizations, organizing events outside of the capital. After internal evaluations we have determined to continue in this direction and transform Amakula into a more flexible platform, which will organize smaller film events throughout the year and around the country through which it can more easily address local needs and contexts and partner with other organizations. Although we strongly believe the Amakula Kampala International Film Festival in its original form developed successfully over the last seven years – having pioneered an event at a time when very little was happening in the area of cinema-- we also realized that significant shifts should be made in terms of audience development and community ownership, while at the same time we were made aware of a huge desire for more film programs and workshops in the rest of the country. The Amakula Mobile Cinema which travelled the country since 2006 had created networks throughout the country we now feel we should build upon with great concentration.

This led us in 2011 to redraw our plans and design the Amakula Kampala Cinema Caravan, an expansion of our mobile cinema which will bring our usual festival programs including film screenings, workshops, discussion forums, films with live music and storytelling performances and multi media projects to various region in the country. In each town the festival will last for four days while afterwards the mobile cinema will travel to surrounding villages for screenings of a selection of Ugandan and regional films. 

